
“STAGING” CHECKLIST 
 
 

 Rearrange or remove some furniture (to provide an open feel) 
 Remove clutter! 
 Remove all but minimal decorative or hanging items 
 Remove personal photos (or place decorative sheets of paper in the 
frame to cover the photo) (* You want buyers to look at YOUR HOME as 
THEIR NEXT HOME and not focus on you and your family!) 
 Fill holes in the walls 
 Paint with neutral colors (if necessary) 
 Touch-up painting (don’t forget the baseboards) 
 Spot treat carpet stains and remove pet odors (if necessary) 
 Clean windows, glass doors, and blinds 
 Replace light bulbs (if necessary) 
 Wipe dust from baseboards 
 Dust furniture (* furniture oil adds a nice touch) 
 Remove all but necessary items from the kitchen counter (* empty 
counters make a kitchen feel larger) 
 Empty or pack excess items in cabinets (you don’t want something 
falling out if a buyer opens a cabinet door) 
 Clean kitchen appliances (a “clean” kitchen makes a home feel clean) 
 Clean kitchen cabinets (*Putting a coat of furniture oil on older 
kitchen cabinets will give them a beautiful shine!) 
 Apply a coat of floor shine to appropriate flooring surfaces 
 Remove as many items as possible from bathroom countertops and 
showers/tubs (makes the space look bigger) 
 Clean any mold or mildew from bathroom surfaces 
 Remove excess items from bedrooms to make the rooms feel larger 
 Clean laundry areas 
 Yard maintenance (mow lawn, pull weeds, trim trees and bushes) 
 Tidy up outdoor items (toys, shovels, watering hoses) 
 Remove garbage or junk from the home’s exterior 
 Clean pet areas and pet waste (ex: dog runs) 
 Touch-up exterior paint (don’t forget the front door)! 
 Replace Doormat (if necessary) 
 Make sure utility features are accessible (electrical panel, water 
heater, furnace)  


